Diary of
Success

Adeline Foo's new book
about a boy's diary entries
has slal{ed on the local
bestsellers list for 10 weeks
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outs-grown writer Adellne Foo
ks MMushed with sucoess
Heer latest baook, The Diary
CH Amos Lo ~ |56, 1 Write, |
Flush!, went intooa thied pring
rum o few weeks ago, Including the book™
[irst rum in .-'l.;lri.l. thunl acdkis LEfY T 11 40K}
COpries |1|.|Ir|'i\.|'|t,1J.

Saled have been good enough 1o keep
her Book on The Stralts
Times" besteellers list for 10
wieeks, although other hit

“He's afraid that

80 per cent would be what 1 imagline the ay-
crage kid to be.” savs Foo

The 38-year-old author has published
12 picture hooks armd says her writing his
evabeed as ber thinee childoen = Benjamin,
nine, Tessa, s, and Jeremy, foar = have
BIOTWTE:

“niy maturity and growth as o writer mir-
rof the growth and development of my cld-
est child,® says Foo, “At nime, he doesn't
want to read plotune books anymaorne.®

The impetus (o her to write a proper
hook targeted at older kids came late Lasty
vear, when the Ministry of Communica-
tHons amd the Arts approached her fo write
a ook which coabd be distriboted (o chils
eleen At the "iilu:__apl::-rt' Dy hield in London
earlier this vear.

Errawing imsplration fnom
Suw Townsend's famoars Adrd-
an Maole series for young

:I': 'ﬁhlf;“'kﬂh"fﬂ ilﬂ!" ':‘;‘-‘:' o his teachers will .I:;;Inllllta.“u“-"nua; ed Amos.
‘H'l;'n:* ”!n':"-‘fl'-‘*r-m TSRS have higher |II'|:1-t‘m1||:m.h;?ll:l.'mtr:lknlr?:di‘f‘l
The Mr Midnight series 'Expl"-'ﬂﬂﬂﬂni of Amos Lev has more text.
by James Lee, for example.  him when thE}r Through Amos” “funky

has wnld moare than 90,000
COpEs,

find out I'm an

and smmart .|l|.-._'!-.-':."' VOO,
Fomis oided alser st besssns
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old Amos, His mother has
forced him (o start weiting it
to improve hiks English, and
he writes about the things
most children kils age are likely to be en-
gapged with, such as foeod and the palnful
process of saving up for a Maystation Porta-
Ml

I Ao i Believable, it s because he i
imspired by a real boy, "Twenty per cent of
Amos is my son, Benjamibn The remaining

her sOn'S &

her identity a secret from

“1 wanted 1o convey thi
miessage to childeen lving
both in London and Singa-
pore that there is mwch o be
grateful for growing up here,” she wivs,

The saga of Amos will continue as the
next imstalment is likely o be released at
the end ol the year,

In this new bisok, a “fomeign talent”™ in
class will bring out the competitive streak
i Amos,

read
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icielime Fos (left) with boak illustrator Stephanie Wong. Foo wys her eldest child, Benjamin, wa her inspiration for Amaod.

Thaere will aluo be maore focus on his rela.
tonshlps, Foo says: “Amos might even fall
I lowve soma thme”

Calling beer book thie © jolnt effort™ of her
family, she savs hor hushand, the excoutive
vice-president of alrpart management at
the Changl Alrpart Group, would chauf-
feur her to and from her classes at Mew
York Unbversity's Thsch School OF The Aris

Asia, where she is sidving for 0 master of
fime ans 10 dramatkc writing, and photo-
copy materials for her.

Benjamin would offer jokes for her
Ennnales.

But she has to keep her [dentity a secrel
from Benjamin®s school, she says, “He's
shy, especkally whaen his fricnds ask him iF 1
winobe the book.”

Shie adds with a laugh: "He's also afrald
that his teachers will have higher
expectations of him when they find
oAt 1'em an author,™

songyuanifsph.com.sg

Thie Diary OF Anios Lo (513,500 is
available at major bookstores,



